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Student Academic Showcase and Honors 
A celebration of scholarship and creative activities for undergraduate and graduate students. 
 
The mission of SASH is to provide an opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students to share their 
academic and creative activities with the RWU community. SASH represents our collective intellectual 
accomplishments as a university during the academic year. 
 
Wednesday, April 21 
9:00am–5:00pm — GHH and Mary Tefft White 
 
Wednesday, April 21 — RWU Music Showcase and Choral Concert 
7:30pm — Virtual 
 
Monday April 19 — Friday April 23 — SAAHP Student Showcase 
9:00am–5:00pm — Showcase of Continuous Exhibits and Displays (SAAHP) 
 
 
Université al Quaraouiyine, Fes, Morocco 
The World’s Oldest University 
 
The Eighth Annual Student Academic Showcase and Honors (SASH) is sponsored by the University Life 
Committee of the Faculty Senate, the University Honors Program, and the Provost’s Office 
(www.rwu.edu/go/sash). The Honors Academic Showcase began in 2002 to highlight the Honors program. 
It was expanded to a University-Wide showcase of student research, engagement, and projects in 2013.  
 
Wednesday, April 21 — Multimodal Presentations — Mary Tefft White 
 





























Sponsored by: Steven Esons, School of Social and Natural Sciences 

























Sponsored by: Brian Wysor, School of Social and Natural Sciences 




Human Rights Advocacy Work on Behalf of Imprisoned Scholars:  Gokarakonda 

























Sponsored by: Robert Cole, School of Humanities, Arts, and Education 
 
3:30pm— 4:45pm 









Sponsored by: Paola Prado, School of Humanities, Arts, and Education 
 












Sponsored by: Matthew Stein, School of Engineering, Computing, Construction Management 
Note: Setup begins at 10:30 for approximately an hour then the students will operate the robot and simulate the 




Student Research Posters 9:00am - 10:15am GHH Atrium and Lobby 
Student(s) Title Faculty Sponsor 
Vanessa A. Burgess 
The Effects of COVID-19 on Kindergarten Learning 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Charlotte C. Connery 
Building a Tennis Curriculum for Beginning Coaches 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Grace A. DePalma 
Breaking Down Ableism One Book at a Time 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Madison A. Murphy 
Representation Matters: Autism in Children’s Literature 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Catherine J. Oppenheim 
No Two Families Are the Same 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Amanda V. Rosadio 
Shannon M. Kannally 
Educational Studies at Roger Williams University: Room for Reform? 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Kaitlin Y. Savarese 
Children’s Literature: A Dive into the Foster Care System 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Dan Meglino 
Development of an Open-Source Spectrophotometer for Rapid 
Identification of Astrophysical Objects Adria Updike 
Sarina Olson 
Calibration of an Open-Source Algae Early Alert Sensor 
Adria Updike 
 
Student Research Posters 10:30 am– 11:45am GHH Atrium and Lobby 
Student(s) Title Faculty Sponsor 
Courtney Caouette 
Fireflies, Frogs, Owls, Trees, and More: The Importance of Nature 
Exploration with Children Susan Pasquarelli 
Theresa L. Cerullo 
Educación Igual Para Todos: Best Practices to Support ELL and 
International Students in the Classroom Susan Pasquarelli 
Gina M. Lucia 
Sarah G. Trudeau 
Recognizing Resilient Refugee Youth 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Nicole A. Pike 
Inclusion in Physical Education: A Right for All Students 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Brenna M. Pratte 
Best Practices for Teaching in an Online World 
Susan Pasquarelli 
Sabastian L. Suarez 





NiCoMi: Developing a Marketing Analytics Platform to Determine the 






Team CPM:  Developing a system to teach Critical Path Method for 
developing a construction schedule and then Determining 





Varro: A System that Allows a Remote Viewer to Direct Where a 




Student Research Posters 12:00pm - 1:15pm GHH Atrium and Lobby 
Student(s) Title Faculty Sponsor 
Madison Fuller 
An Exploration of Substance Abuse Rates in Bristol, RI 
Jacquline Cottle 
Sidney Krol 
Data Trends in Rates of Chlmydia and Gonorrhea in RI 
Jacquline Cottle 
Evan DeAngelis 
Healthcare Associated Infections in RI Hospitals 
Jacquline Cottle 
Kristen Norray 
A Mathematical Modeling Approach to Cardiovascular Health and 
Interventions. Edward Dougherty 
Joshua Abston 
A Computational Investigation of Ionic Transport and Gating Due to 
Electrical Stimulation Treatments. Edward Dougherty 
Elizabeth Wexier 
Simulations of Transcranial Electrical Stimulation with Variable Tissue 
Conductivities Edward Dougherty 
Samara Pinto 
Evaluation of BHEZ's Cooking Demonstrations 
Erin Tooley 
Christopher Langlois 
Exercise Training to Improve Cognitive Function: Student Intern 
Experience Erin Tooley 
Emma Dehetre 
Covid 19 Pandemic Volterra Integral Equation Model 
Yajni Warnapala 
Kate Gilbert 
Infectious Disease Model - Covid 19-Volterra Integral Equation 
Yajni Warnapala 
 
Student Research Posters 1:30 - 2:45pm GHH Atrium and Lobby 
Student(s) Title Faculty Sponsor 
Lia Williams 
Aerial Fumigations in Colombia: An Infringement of Basic Human Rights 
Wendy Godek 
Misha Dubuc 
Market Analytics and Strategic Planning for Scholastic Publishing 
Company. Farbod Farhadi 
Brooke Travers 
Hannah Denette 
Distribution and Market Penetration Anaylsis of Children’s Book Market 
Farbod Farhadi 
Kate Gilbert 
Synthesis of Metal Ligand Complexes for Nitrate Detection in Aqueous 
Solutions Lauren Rossi 
Alexandra Bubniak 






MotionFusion:  Using a 3D Camera System to Take Virtual Tours of 




ADAM-4: Modernizing Software and Hardware to Determine Fluid 




TrickyMaps: A Game that Allows a Player to Find Their Location Based 
on an Unknown Route, a GPS System, a Road Map, and Images Anthony Ruocco 
Laurie Becker 




 Paper Panel Sessions 














CSR, Sustainability & DEI 
Sean Hilts, Mikala Petrucci, Cassidy Tuohy, “MNCs in Vietnam: 
Trade Partners, CSR, & Sustainability  
Joseph Alzaibak, Gaydah Boalyan, Joaquin Hernandez-Burt, 
Akane Yamada, “Japan: Trade Partners & Green 
Economy” 
Thomas Boarder, Orlando Fernandes, Owen Wallace, “Turkey: 
Trade Partners & the New EU Policies on Human Rights” 
Carlos Cubides, Izaiah Farr, Noah Van Handel, “South Africa: 
Green Economy & DEI” 
Faculty Moderator: Minoo Tehrani 
















International Business and Sustainability 
Allison Bradley, Ryan Brunet, Ryan Conley, Kyle Schafer, Henry 
Martin, “Net-zero Carbon Emission Economy:  Poland” 
Nicole Salvia, Adam Cavanaugh, Nicholas Cristante, Zaraq Khan, 
Lauren Costello, “Net-zero Carbon Emission Economy:  
Bulgaria” 
Noah Van Handel, Akane Yamada, Harrison Mitchell, Michael 
Leyhan, Sean Murphy, “Net-zero Carbon Emission 
Economy:  Czech Republic” 
Faculty Moderator: Minoo Tehrani 
Hybrid Panel Link 
Resistive Readings of Mainstream 
Marvel Comics 
Virtual Only Panel Link 
Emily Craig, “Radical Invisibility: A FemQueer 
Reading of Sue Storm” 
Noelle Craveiro, “‘Dragon Lady’ or Intersectional 
Icon? Analyzing Marvel’s Mantis Through the 
Lenses of Gender and Race” 













Biology and Marine Biology Research 
Zachary Forbes, “Examining the Gut Microbiomes of Sea 
Turtles Caretta Caretta, Lepidochelys Kempii, and 
Chelonia Mydas” (Smolowitz Lab) 
Mackenzie Seccombe. “The Tri-Geminal Nerve as a Model for 
Glyphosate Effects on the Nervous System” (Warren Lab) 
Betty John Thomasi, “Strategies to Diagnose and Manage 
Amebiasis in the 21st Century” (Espinosa Lab) 
Faculty Moderator: Kerri Warren 





 Engineering Senior Capstone Projects 
 CAS 157 














Engineering Capstone 1 
Maia Costa, Luke Lukose, Kyle Ruginski, Christopher Ruppert, Kyle Simmons, “Development of an Automated 
Wearable Pulse Oximeter” 
Michael D'Arpino, Miranda Griffith, John Handy, Michael Sherman, “Low-cost Automated Microarray System 
for Biomolecular Analysis” 
Adelia DiScipio, Noah Keefe, Eileen Sundberg, “Analysis and Design of Stormwater Controls in the Pawtuxet 
River Watershed” 















Engineering Capstone 2 
John Flanagan, Andrew Solari, Chandler Waldron, “Redesign of the Timber Foundation Supporting the 
Palmer River Bike Bridge in Barrington, RI” 
Brandon Jenkins, Chris Malles, Andrew Emilyta, Kolya Syska, Jacob Wechsler, “East Bay Bike Path Pedestrian 
Bridge Evaluation and Redesign” 
Nikolas Canter, Jonathan Gillis, Jordan Irizarry, Robert Parente, Scott Pelis, Rashendra Pinto, Melanie 
Primpas, Kyle Rector, “Designing a Highly Adjustable ASME Competition Human Powered Vehicle for a 
Two Foot Rider Height Difference” 














Engineering Capstone 3 
Kelly Connors, Dana Govett, Elizabeth Hennen, Ryan McGahern, Siobhan Mitchell, “Surgical Device for 
Degenerative Tendon Repair” 
Andre Amazeen, Joshua Clark, Isabella Blessington, Anthony Lucibello, Raquel Santos, “Design and 
Construction of SECCM Labs Lobby Chime System” 
Tim Beaulieu, Joe Gaudio, Joseph Hogan, Eamon McKenney, Logan Souza, “Pizza Delivery Robot” 
Michaela Curcio, Celeste Hartley, Josh Machado, Corey Mendonca, Kristen Norray, Christopher Usaty, 
“Redesigning the Built World: An Adaptive and Inclusive Playground for All Users” 




 Honors Concurrent Sessions 
*Remote Only Presentations 
 GHH G01 
Hybrid Link for this Room 
GHH G05 















Honors Senior Capstone Group 1 
 
9:00 – Celeste Hartley, “Inclusive Design” 
9:15 – Jillian Houle, “Police Prosecution in the 
United States: A Proposed Remedy to Ensure 
Justice For All” 
9:30pm – Jillian Damiani, “James Baldwin and Allen 
Ginsberg’s Fervor for Social Change: 
Blasphemous Allegories” 
 
Faculty Moderators: Laura Turner 
Honors Senior Capstone Group 2 
 
9:00 – Hailey Langlois, “Safety in Society: A Gendered 
Perspective” 
9:15 – Jacob Hartzler, “How the Supreme Court has 
been Used as a Vehicle for Social Change  
9:30 – Emily Kiehl,* “MNCs: Examining Multi-
National Corporations” 
 
















Honors Senior Capstone Group 3 
 
10:15 – Justine Aho, “Center of Culture, Creation, 
and Expression” 
10:30 – Aliscia Carvalho, “Art as Relief During a 
Pandemic” 
10:45 – Joanna Hill, “The Influence of Societal 
Changes on a Creative Mind” 
 
Faculty Moderators: Laura Turner 
Honors Senior Capstone Group 4 
 
10:15 – Ben Manning, “The Impact of COVID-19 on 
the Sports Industry” 
10:30 – Lea Peterson, “Staffing Levels at the Bristol 
Fire Department:  Increasing Efficiency to 
Enhance Safety” 
 
















Honors Senior Capstone Group 5 
 
11:30 – Alana Adams, “The Influence of Hollywood 
on the Modern American Image” 
11:45 – Isabella Gentile, “Putting Theory into 
Practice: Capturing the Impact of Local News” 
12:00 – Philip Tringale, “Ethics in Marketing” 
 
Faculty Moderators: Laura Turner 
Honors Senior Capstone Group 6 
 
11:30 – Tommy DeMarco, “Optimizing Coral 
Propagation of the Temperate Coral Astrangia 
Poculata Through Temperature Manipulation” 
11:45 – Natalia Villareal, “Fear of Cybercrime and 
Victimization” 
12:00 – Christopher Ruppert, “Wearable Pulse 
Oximetry” 
 

















Honors Senior Capstone Group 7 
 
1:00 – Zachary Forbes, “Exploring the Gut 
Microbiome of Sea Turtles Caretta Caretta, 
Lepidochelys Kempii, and Chelonia Mydas” 
1:15 – Collin Lamothe, “Policing in the Time of Covid 
1:30pm – Kayla Morris, “The Academic Success and 
Substance Use of Undergraduate Students in 
a Global Pandemic” 
 
Faculty Moderators: Laura Turner 
Honors Senior Capstone Group 8 
 
1:00 – James Packer,* “A Test of Stereotype 
Consistency Bias: Defendant Race and Juror 
Decision-Making” 
1:15 – Darcy Lavoie, “Financial Literacy in American 
Youth” 
1:30 – Shannon DeFranza, “Housing as a Right: Social 
and Environmental Justice through 
Regenerative Urbanism 
 














Honors Senior Capstone Group 9 
 
2:15 – Emily Gildea, “Educating Retail Investors in a 
Volatile Market 
2:30 – Siobhan Mitchell, “Rotator Cuff 
Reinforcement” 
2:45 – Janie Truchon, “Designing an Inquiry-Based 
Social Studies Investigation Plan” 
 
Faculty Moderators: Laura Turner 
Honors Senior Capstone Group 10 
 
2:15 – Ashley Johnson, “Design for Social Change: 
Plastic Waste at RWU” 
2:30 – Trevor Milliken, “Effects of Supplemental 
Feeding Treatments on Astrangia Poculata 
Growth” 
2:45 – Sabrina Sousa, “Water Purity: Basic Needs and 
Better Worlds” 
 














Honors Senior Capstone Group 11 
 
3:30 – Kelly Connors, “Rotator Cuff Tissue 
Reinforcement” 
3:45 – Natalie Danek, “Optimization of Spawning 
and Settlement Protocols for the Temperate 
Coral Astrangia Poculata” 
4:00 – Nicholas Polinsky, “Cold Cases: Significance 
in the Justice System and Suggested Best 
Practices” 
 




 GHH G01 
Hybrid Link for this Room 
GHH G05 
Hybrid Link for this Room 
RWU Music Showcase and Choral Concert 
Click Here to Launch Virtual Program 
7:30pm 
School of Humanities, Arts, and Education, Music Program 
Music Showcase 
Lindsey Whitehead, piano 
Adrianna Duarte, voice 
Eliana Greenstein-Himle, voice 
Austryd Luna, voice 
Emily Luna, voice 
Angela Malagasi, voice 
Zuri Soto, voice 
RWU Accompanist:  Victoria Lambrozo, piano 
Choral Concert 





















Conductor:  Dr. Joseph Amante y Zapata 
CCRI Accompanist:  Dr. Martha Sobaje, piano 
RWU Accompanist:  Prof. Tony Romeo, piano 
 
Sponsored by RWU Music Program 
 
  




SASH 2021 Planning 
Joseph W. Roberts, SASH 2021 Planning Coordinator and Chair, University Life Committee Faculty 
Senate 
Department of Politics and International Relations 
Thank You to the following for their assistance with SASH 2021 
Sue Bosco, Associate Provost 
Jim Lemire, School of Social and Natural Sciences 
Jane Magliocco, Administrative Support 
Supervisor, General Education & CSAS 
Departments 
Lisa Quinn, Provost’s Office 
Office of the President 
Office of the Provost 
University Life Committee of the Faculty Senate 
Participating Academic Programs 
Conferences 
The Student Academic Showcase and Honors program is organized by the University Life Committee of the 
Faculty Senate and the 2021 SASH Committee. It is sponsored by the Office of the Provost for Academic 
Affairs and the University Honors Program. All events are free and open to the public. 
 
